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Recently, our Student Council completed its electoral process with the election of the 
class representatives for the 5th through 8th grades. And as a means to formally induct 
the identified student leaders of Penguin Nation, our Student Council officers and 
representatives were honored this past week at a special ceremony held in our church. 
During this event, our officers listened to the following statement which embodies the 
unique and special calling that has been placed upon the shoulders of this impressive 
group of young leaders: 
You have been chosen by your fellow students to represent St. Francis de Sales Catholic 

School. They have entrusted you with great responsibility, for as Christ teaches us in 
the Gospels, you must lead not only by your good example, but be humbled because of 

the position of honor in which you have been placed. 
 
As a school community, we are honored by the virtuous qualities that our Student 
Council brings to campus each day. Accordingly, we like to congratulate the members of 
the 2016-2017 Student Council: Officers: President: Erin Welch, Vice-President: Casey 
Mull, Secretary: Adam Plankey, Treasurer: Camper Marsh; Representatives: 7th Grade - 
Sara Alessandrini & Lukas Overton-O’Hara, 6th Grade -Heather Sanchez & Charlie 
Lageux, 5th Grade - Brigid Reilly & Ricky Gutierrez 
 
As I often remind our young Penguins, as Christians each of us are called to serve and 
that we must perceive each moment as an occasion for us to share our leadership. 
Moreover, I also declare to our students that we are all challenged to seize the 
opportunity to lead, for it will not simply be placed upon us. And as I reflect on the gift 
of a SFdS Catholic School education, I am proud to witness the principled and well-
mannered model that our students represent each day.  To this point, this year we have 
inaugurated the 6th grade homeroom as the first ever class to serve as the SFdS Safety 
Patrol Team. As the members of the Class of 2019 stand proudly with their sash and 
badge across their chest, I sense the pride they take in safeguarding and protecting the 
younger peers during our afternoon traffic procedures. 
 
Leadership is a learned behavior. We learn what is modeled to us. For this reason, the 
dedication of our faculty and staff, the sacrifice and investment that our parents provide, 
as well as a litany of former parents and alumni who kindly offer their time, talent and 
treasure to our school, all serve as models of leadership to our students. One recent 
example is alumnus Tony Triglia who thoughtfully catered a delicious luncheon for the 
members of our School Board. Another example is the generosity that former parent 
Bryan LeCompte offers to our community. Each year without request, Bryan and his 
employees at Yard Design pay a visit to our school and prune, weed and mulch the 
shrubbery and flower beds that adorn each corner of our building. Seeing our campus 
sparkle after their hours of donated work is such a special gift to our community. I 
continue to be humbled by the thoughtful support that SFdS advocates like Tony and 
Bryan provide to our community. Penguin Pride truly abounds at SFdS!   
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